
History Set in Stone 
A Guide to Downtown Scranton Architecture 

This project was published with 
assistance from the  

Lackawanna Heritage Valley  
National and State Heritage Area 
in partnership with the National 

Park Service and the  
Lackawanna County  

Convention and Visitorõs Bureau. 



A History Set in Stone 
Welcome to Scranton! Nestled in a lush 

valley along the Lackawanna River, Scranton gained 
fame as an immigrant destination and a hub of indus-
try. By the late 1880s, Scranton had become one of the 
nationõs leading industrial centers. Rich veins of an-
thracite coal, iron furnaces, thriving silk mills, and sev-
eral railroad companies drew blue collar workers as 
well as ambitious entrepreneurs to the city. Those ear-
ly residents shaped a cityscape that still exists. Elegant 
houses built by prominent families lend grace to the 
tree-lined Hill Section and Green Ridge neighborhoods. 
Beautiful commercial buildings in Downtown retain 
their grandeur. The sprawling North, South and West 
Scranton neighborhoods boast architectural diversity 
and stately religious buildings. Scrantonõs residences 
and buildings were the best of their kind when they 
were built, designed by such prominent architects as 
Richard Upjohn, Joel Amsden, and Raymond Hood. 
They are a testament to the quality of materials and 
the talent of old-world craftsmanship that created 
them.  
 

Architecture tells the story of Scrantonõs heyday, a 
story that has become part of the cityõs 21st century 
revitalization. Scranton today is a bustling commercial 
and cultural destination. The cityõs renaissance is oc-
curring in the footprint of its former glory. Coal com-
pany offices house university departments; a grand 
railroad station serves as a full-service hotel; and com-
mercial structures have been adapted as luxury apart-
ments. The many magnificent houses of worship and 
ethnic festivals that immigrants created still endure, 
making Scranton a patchwork quilt of myriad cultures. 
Thanks to the efforts of community organizations and 
volunteers, the industrial scars on the landscape are 
disappearing. The Lackawanna River is nearly pristine, 
and old industrial sites are now green spaces enjoyed 
by residents and visitors alike. Scrantonõs revitalization 
embraces the past and the future.  

Come join us and see for yourself! 

How to Use  This Book 
This guide divides downtown 
Scranton into five districts, 
each with a different 
theme. A map shows the 
location of the buildings in 
each region. Listings include 
addresses, and are num-
bered sequentially based on 
a starting point, but please 
feel free to start at any 
point or combine parts of 
adjoining loops. Take your 
time to examine each build-
ing; many have stunning 
carved details. Donõt be 
timid! Be sure to wear com-
fortable shoes; a walking 
loop of each district takes 
about 20-30 minutes to  
complete. 
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STUDENT   $ 10 

INDIVIDUAL    $ 40 

FAMILY (2 ADULTS/2 CHILDREN)  $ 60 

CONTRIBUTING*    $ 100 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION  $ 125 

SUSTAINING    $ 150 

SILVER     $ 250 

GOLD     $ 500 

PLATINUM    $ 1000 

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION  $ _____ 

Keep in touch and learn moreñ 
become a member of  the 

Lackawanna Historical Society today! 

Membership privileges include  
unlimited access to the Society library,  

10% discount in the bookstore,  
advance notice and invitations to all Society  
activities, special members-only programs,  
bimonthly emails of our online newsletter 

History Bytes & the quarterly journal.   

_____________________________________________________________ 

NAME  

_____________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS  

_____________________________________________________________ 

CITY                                              STATE          ZIP  

______________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE   

______________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL  Please provide email address to receive up-to-date notices. 



Thanks to our partners National Register Properties 
Listing in the National Register honors a historic place 
by recognizing its local and national significance. Own-
ers of private property are free to maintain, manage, 
or dispose of their property as they choose provided 
that there is no federal funding involved. Properties 
are given special consideration during planning for fed-
eral, federally licensed, or federally assisted projects. 
Property owners may be eligible for a 20% investment 
tax credit for rehabilitation of income-producing histor-
ic structures, or they may qualify for historic preserva-
tion grants. To learn more about these buildings, view 
the complete National Register nomination forms 
online at www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation 
For a complete listing of all National Register proper-
ties, go to www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister 

Courthouse Square properties 

¶ Federal Courthouse and Post Office 
¶ Lackawanna County Courthouse and 
John Mitchell Monument 

¶ Stoehr & Fister Building 
¶ Ad-Lin Building 
¶ Scranton Electric Building 
 

Commercial District properties 

¶ Historic District (bounded by Adams 
Ave., Biden St., Franklin Ave., and 
Bogart Place) 

¶ Dime Bank 
 

Penn-Wyoming properties 

¶ GAR Building 
¶ Finch Building 
¶ Dickson Works (Penn Paper) 
¶ St. Peterõs Cathedral Complex 
 

Industrial Corridor properties 

¶ Central Railroad of New Jersey 
Freight Station 

¶ Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
Railroad Station  

        (Radisson Lackawanna Station) 
¶ Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
Railroad Yards (Steamtown National 
Historic Site) 

¶ Lackawanna Iron & Coal Company 
Furnaces 

 

Gothic District properties 

¶ Chamber of Commerce 
¶ Municipal Building and Central Fire 
Station  

¶ Masonic Temple (Scranton Cultural 
Center) 

¶ First Church of Christ Scientist 
(Childrenõs Library) 

¶ Albright Memorial Library 
 

Lower Hill properties 

¶ Century Club of Scranton 
 
National Historic Landmark 
Terence Powderly House 
614 N. Main Ave., Scranton 
Less than 3% of NR properties are desig-
nated as National Landmarks for out-
standing historic value. The home of 
Knights of Labor leader Terence Pow-
derly is the only one in Lackawanna 
County. It is a private home today.  
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