INFORMATION FROM THE LACKAWANNA HERITAGE VALLEY AUTHORITY

Save the Date for

Railfest

teamtown National Historic

Site, downtown Scranton, is the
place to be this Labor Day Weekend,
August 29" through August 31%, for
Lackawanna Railfest 2008. This year’s
event highlights advances in railroad
technology. Numerous activities are set
for the weekend.

Kick-off Event:

The opening banquet will be held on
Friday, August 29*, at the Hilton Hotel
and Conference Center in Scranton.
Reservations are required. Call Mary
Jane Hosler at (570) 689-7760 before
August 21%.

Special Whistle Stop Excursion:
Saturday, August 30", from Cresco to
Steamtown NHS.

Steam-Powered Excursions
to Moscow:

Saturday and Sunday, departing
Steamtown NHS at 1:00 p.m.

Reservations for train excursions can
be made by calling (570) 340-5204.
General information is available by
calling (570) 340-5200.
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Second Heritage Explorer Excursion
Set to Depart

he LHVA Heritage

Explorer Train
will take passengers to
Carbondale’s Pioneer
Nights festival on
Saturday, August 23™.
This excursion is the
second in LHVA’s
popular Heritage
Explorer program,
and follows a very
successful train ride to
Archbald’s St. Thomas
Aquinas festival in June.

The excursion will
include several
costumed characters
from Northeastern
Pennsylvania’s rich
history, music and a
free activity guide. In
Carbondale, passengers will enjoy a scavenger hunt, a parade, entertainment, a Heart
to Art mural to paint, and plenty of delicious food!

Heart to Art provided a blank mural for the St. Thomas Aquinas
Church festival in Archbald. Riders on the “Heritage Explorer
Train” helped paint the mural and added their own personal
touches.

The LHVA Heritage Explorer Train will leave Steamtown National Historic Site in
downtown Scranton at 10:00 a.m., travel through the Mid-Valley, and will arrive in
Carbondale at 11:45 a.m. The train will depart from Carbondale at 2:30 p.m., and arrive
back at Steamtown National Historic Site at 4:05 p.m.

Now in its second year, LHVA’s Heritage Explorer program has proven to be very
popular. Tickets for the Carbondale excursion went on sale on July 30, and all 275

seats sold out in six days! LHVA added another car to the train to accomodate 55 more
passengers. These tickets were sold out in less than two days. LHVA’s office has fielded
calls from as far away as Philadephia and Montreal with visitors interested in riding the
rails to Carbondale’s annual festival.

Although seats on the train are no longer available, families are encouraged to join the
Heritage Explorer passengers at the Pioneer Nights festival. There is plenty of fun and
good food for everyone, and the crew of the LHVA Heritage Explorer Train will gladly
show off their historic diesel locomotive.

The event is sponsored by the Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority in partnership
with the City of Carbondale, the Greater Carbondale Chamber of Commerce, the
Lackawanna County Library System, the Lackawanna County Office of Arts and
Culture, the Lackawanna Historical Society, and Steamtown National Historic Site.



Northeastern Pennsylvania
Conservation Alliance Takes New

Steps Forward

by Natalie Gelb Solfanelli

hese are exciting times for environmental stewardship as the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Conservation Alliance moves into a new phase. The Alliance
was formed when the LHVA’s Environmental Alliance and the Lackawanna County
Conservation District recognized that their membership and missions overlapped and
that a merger would create a better way to achieve their goals.

As the Conservation Alliance enters a new phase, LHVA Trail Manager and
Environmental Program Officer, Stephanie Milewski, will steward the organization.

The Alliance was formed
when the LHVA’s
Environmental Alliance
and the Lackawanna
County Conservation
District recognized that
their membership and
missions overlapped,
and that a merger would
create a better way to

achieve their goals.

LHVA continues to work closely with the
Lackawanna County Conservation District,
Lackawanna College Environmental Institute,
Lackawanna River Corridor Association, and
all of the Conservation Alliance members.

Jamie Reeger will continue with the many
excellent and innovative programs that she
has initiated for LHVA’s Environmental
Institute. Those efforts began during the
formation of the Institute, as part of its
collaboration with Lackawanna College.

At that time, Jamie assumed the position of
Director of Environmental Education. Her
responsibilities included organizing and
facilitating the Alliance. The grant that initially
funded the Institute has expired, and Jamie is

moving forward as a full time staff member of Lackawanna College. Her service to the
Conservation Alliance has been invaluable.

To advance the goals and activities of the Alliance, a Steering Committee will meet
monthly. The successor to the former committee structure, the members will report to
and consult with the full membership at quarterly meetings. This step is an important
development for our regional environmental group.

These exciting changes
and ongoing efforts
will allow us to move
forward with the
important work ahead
of us.

Natalie Gelb Solfanelli

is the Executive Director
of LHVA.
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Lackawanna Heritage Valley
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Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority
A National and State Heritage Area
Scranton Life Building
538 Spruce Street, Suite 516
Scranton, PA 18503
Phone: (570) 963-6730
Fax: (570) 963-6732

Web: www.LHVA.org

The Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority is
a partnership of government, business, civic
organizations, and individuals dedicated to the
development of the region’s historic, cultural,
economic, and natural resources through
preservation, education, and promotion of our
heritage. LHVA’s goals are to tell the region’s
story; facilitate partnerships; preserve and
enhance the physical character and economic
vitality of the communities in the Lackawanna
Valley; improve the visitor experience; and
reconnect people to the Lackawanna River.

Lackawanna County Commissioners
Michael J. Washo, Chair

Corey O’Brien

A.J. Munchak

Board of Directors

Alan Sweeney, Chair

Thom Welby, Vice Chair

Atty. Julia K. Munley, Secretary
Barbara Colangelo, Treasurer
Marisa Bevilacqua

Ella S. Rayburn

Robert Savakinus

Atty. Joseph O. Haggerty, Solicitor

Staff
Natalie Gelb Solfanelli, Executive Director
Daniel K. Perry, Chief Operating Officer
Alice Sokoloski, Fiscal Director
Colleen Carter, Director of Programs
Stephanie Milewski, RLA, Trail Manager
& Environmental Program Officer
Sarah Piccini, Program Officer - Interpretation
& Preservation
April Rogato, Executive Assistant
Beverlyann Liuzzo, Administrative Assistant
Diane Chelik, Administrative Assistant
Jack Carling, Contracts Manager
Amy Rogato, Summer Intern
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The D&H Long Distance Run will take place on Sunday, September 7,
at 9:00 a.m. The run departs from the Forest City Trailhead of the D&H
Rail-Trail. Registration is required. Contact Rail-Trail Council of NEPA
at (570) 785-7245 or visit www.nepa-rail-trails.org.

National Trail System Celebrates Anniversary

This year marks the 40" anniversary of the National Trail System Act, signed into law
by President Lyndon Johnson in 1968. The act grew, in part, out of a desire to protect
the Appalachian Trail, but the law initiated a much broader system of designating and
preserving national scenic, historic, and recreational trails for public use.

Educational Mini-Grants

LHVA is pleased to announce that its Educational Mini-Grant Program
2008-2009 will open for applications on September 1*. Ten grants of $500
each will be awarded to single educators or collaborative teams in the
Northeastern Educational Intermediate Unit 19 service area.

Projects should either (1) promote students’ understanding and
appreciation of the Lackawanna Valley’s rich heritage and how it contributed to the
nation’s development; and/or (2) develop an understanding of the students’ role as
caretakers of the environment. Projects must take place between December 1, 2008, and
June 30, 2009. The grant application deadline is Friday, October 31, 2008, at Noon.

Look for more information in the next newsletter. Guidelines and the application form will
be available on September 1% at www.LHVA .org.

. Summer
1 Heritage Passport
¥._ Program

| As part of the Summer Heritage Passport Program,
the Penn State Master Gardeners visited each
library to teach children about worm composting.
Here children at the Valley Community Library in
Peckville get an up-close-and-personal look into the
worm bin with Barbara Giavagnoli.

Proud young artists at the
Abington Community Library in
Clarks Summit show off their
colorful bugs. Visual artist Nikki
Moser visited the library to give

a presentation on bugs, and then
she helped the children create
their own bugs. Moser was part
of the Lackawanna County Library
System and LHVA's Summer
Heritage Passport Program series,
an expansion of the library’s
“Catch the Reading Bug” summer
reading club.
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North Branch Art
Trail Weekend

The 15" annual North Branch Art Trail
is set for Columbus Day Weekend,
October 10, 11, and 12. Enjoy a
weekend of spectacular art along
scenic PA Route 6. A chartered bus is
available. Contact Judy Youshock at
(570) 842-4133 or judithyoushock@
comcast.net for information and
reservations.

PHMC Offers

Free Admission
for Students

Throughout August, the Pennsylvania
Historic and Museum Commission is
offering free admission for children age
seventeen and younger at twenty four
historical sites. Regional sites include
Scranton Iron Furnaces, Eckley Miners’
Village, and Pennsylvania Anthracite

Heritage Museum.

“This new promotion offers hands-on
historical learning that will energize
children and prepare them to go back to
school, all at a great value for parents
in the current economy,” said Barbara

Franco, PHMC’s executive director.

To receive free general admission,
children must be accompanied by

at least one paying adult. For more
information about the complete list of

sites, visit www.phmc.state.pa.us.
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Partner Events

The Big Read

Dashiell Hammet’s The Maltese
Falcon is this year’s selection for
“Scranton Reads.”
Featuring hard-
boiled detective Sam
Spade, the novel is
filled with murder
and intrigue — and
it has sparked a
host of exciting
community
activities for
the months of
September and
October.

September 22 at 4:00 p.m.: Kick
off event at the Everhart Museum,;
speakers, mingling, refreshments.

September 25 at Noon: Panel
discussion at Marywood University,
in conjunction with their book swap
event.

October 3 from 8:00 to 11:00 p.m.:
Speakeasy Jazz Night at the Scranton
Cultural Center.

October 4 at Noon: “Maltese Falcon
Scavenger Hunt” in downtown
Scranton.

October 8 at 7:00 p.m.: Panel
discussion at Marywood University.

October 9 at 7:00 p.m.: The Maltese
Falcon film and discussion at
Marywood University.

October 25 at 6:30 p.m.: “Murder
and Mayhem in the Streets of
Scranton,” a walking tour of
downtown Scranton.

October 26: Maltese Falcon
symposium, details TBA.

For more information, a list of
children’s events, and updates, visit
www.scrantonreads.org or call the
Albright Memorial Library at (570)
348-3000.

Excursion to
Tunkhannock Viaduct

Steamtown National Historic Site
will partner with the Canadian
Pacific Railway for a special

steam train excursion to the famed
Tunkhannock Viaduct at Nicholson,
Pennsylvania.

Date: Saturday, September 6

Departure: Steamtown National
Historic Site at 1:00 p.m.

Arrival: At bridge approximately
2:00 p.m. (Note: passenger will not
be allowed to detrain)

Return: To Steamtown National
Historic Site at 4:00 p.m.

Ticket Prices: Adults $41.00;
Children 6-16 $30.00; Seniors 62
and older $36.00.

Limited First Class Seating: Ride
aboard the Lehigh Valley #353
Business Car at $200.00 per person,
all ages.

All tickets must be prepaid.
Major credit cards accepted. For
reservations, call (570) 340-5204.

Polka Fest

Join in the fun at this year’s
Pennsylvania Polka Festival, set

for Saturday, September 13%, and
Sunday, September 14" at the
Radisson Lackawanna Station Hotel
in downtown Scranton.

Bands and Events:

Saturday, September 13

Event doors open at Noon

2:00 to 3:00 — John Steven’s Doubleshot
4:00 to 5:00 — Rick Gazda Orchestra
8:00 to 9:00 — The East-Side Groove

Sunday, September 14
11:00 — Polish Mass at St. Stanislaus
PNC Cathedral in Scranton
Event doors open at Noon
2:00 to 3:00 — Tony’s Polka Band
5:00 to 6:00 — Ed Goldberg & Odessa
Klezmer Band

Both Days: Polka Fest features polka
dance lessons with Matt and Elaine
Bonowitz, strolling accordion players,
and delicious food - pierogies, potato
pancakes, kielbasa, halushki, and
more!

Tickets: $6.00 in advance; $8.00 at the
door; special rates for two-day passes,
students and seniors.

Visit www.wvia.org for information
and on-line ticket sales. Call 1-800-
22WELCOME for all other ticket
sales, special Polka Fest package
deals, and lodging information.

Sponsored by WVIA, LHVA, the
Lackawanna County Convention and
Visitors Bureau, and other partners.
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