
o 
.-< 
o 
01 

HeritageTourism 

Don't fo et our rail heritage 
Steam town plans fascinating winter activities 
By Natalie Gelb Solfanelli 

Although most people identify 
anthracite coal as the main heritage 
of this region, the railroads are also 
an important component of our 
industrial history. 

Olyphant Borough, Dickson City 
Borough, the City of Scranton, 
the Lackawanna Historical Soci­
ety, the Anthracite Heritage Mu­
seum, the lackawanna County 
Council on Arts and Culture, and 
Propst Transportatiop. 

From the beautiful railmad stations 
including the magnificent building 'L....C...'--L..Oi"'-_~ 
that has been reincamated as Radis- Solfanelli 

For the next majol: event coming 
up, Steamtown National His-

son Hotel at lackawanna Station and 
the fonner Central New Jersey Station on 
lackawanna and 6th Avenues in Scranton 
to the nostalgic stations in towns up and ' 
down the lackawanna Valley and into the 
Poconos, we enjoy a legacy of architectme 
that reminds lIS of the historic railmading 
activities in this part of Pennsylvania. 

Unlike some sites that replicate sig­
nificant places in the nation's history, the 
Steam town National Historic is authentic. 

Scranton was a hub of railroadino 

activity 100 years ago. The steam ~'ains 
carried passengers, as well as the anthra­
cite coal, textiles, and other commodities 
from here to the cities of the east. Trains' 
also carried coal from So-amon to Buf­
falo, which was the jumping off point for 
barges to transport anthracite across the 
Great lakes to the l""1i(l\vest. 

The SteamW\lTl trains continue to con· 
nect us to the p:tst in many ways. TIle 
S:mta train is a perfect example of col· 
IJboration among a variety of community 
minded indi"iduJls. Ste:llnwwn initiated 
the Santa Train after community leaders 
like Ken Propst of A.rchbald. railro:J(j buffs 
like tile late Allen Sweeney and Dominick 
Keating. and citizens from Carbondale, Jer­
myn, Jessup, Olyphant and Dickson Ci~" 
worked tOgether to create "ChristlTl:ls u~ a 
Sm:lll Town," an event that will celebrate 
its 1 :',tb year of bringing S:lntJ and 1111'S. 
Claus to the tOVinS on DeC. 4. 

This year, for the first time, the train 
will bru1g Santa to Scranton! Ken Propst 
provides buses for the entertainers and 
hoagies for the staff, performers and oth­
ers who ride the train. 

"Clllistmas in a Small Town" is sponsored 
by lackawanna Heritage Valley Authoriry 
in partnership with Steamtown National 
Historic Site, the Delaware and lackawanna 
Railroad, and the Pennsylvania Northeast 
Regional Railroad Authoriry, with great help 
from the City of Carbondale, Carbondale 
BllSiness Association, Archbald Borough, 
Jessup Borough, Jessup 21st Centuty, 

toric Site in Scranton, will offer 
a special mid-winter steam excursion to 
the annual Ice Harvest Demonstration in 
Tobyhanna. On Saturday, Jan. 15, a hist01ic 
steam locomotive will travel to the Toby­
hanna station, and excursionists will be 
transported to IvIill Pond No.1, cOUltesy of 
the lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority, 
where historic tools and equlpment will be 
used to gather blocks of ice from the pond. 

The replica icehouse stores enough ice to 
last weUinto the summer months. 

The Tobyhanna Ice Harvest excursion is 
scheduled to depart at 10 a.m. and recurn 
at approxinlately 3 p.m. Tickets are $31 for 
ages 16 to 61; $26 for ages 62 and older; $20 
for ages 6 to 15 ye,u's old. Children to age 
5 requlre a "no charge" ticket. The $6 daily 
Park Entrance Fee is included in the ticket 
cost. Reservations may be made by phoning 
(570) 340-520{ between 9:15 a.rn and iU5 
p.rn daily (10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. after Jan. 2). 

Steam-powered tfilln excursions are 
rare in the winter months', and there is 
always the chance that the pond may 
not be frozen. In that event, [OCUS of the 
village of Tobyhanna and the lIml Pond 
icehOUSe and restored 1908 boxcar "lvill 
be conducted as an alternative. The 1908 
r o byl1amu station will be open and light 
refreshments will be available for sale ~ 
tl1l"ough the Pocono Mountai.ns Chapter 
of the National Railway Historical Society. 

located i.n downtown Scranton, Steam­
town National H.istOlic Site is open from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Dec. 31. It is 
closed on Christmas Day anel New Year's 
Day. Park winter hours are from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. from Jan. 2 through Aptil 9. 
From Interstate 81, exit 185 (Central 
Scranton Expressway), follow signs to the 
main entrance at lackawanna Avenue and 
Cliff Street. Call (570) 340-5200 or visit 
www.nps.gov/stea . .ki.0. 

Natalie Gelb Solfanelli is executive 
director oftbe Lackawanna Heritage 
Valley Authority (7HVA) E-mail her at 
NSol/anelZi@lhva.org. 


